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The Dilemmas in New Rural Reconstruction Movement: Alternative
Commoditization and Labor Cooperation
He Yufei

Abstract: New Rural Reconstruction (NRR) movement in China has flourished since the beginning of the twenty-first century,
which is of great significance for the exploration of an alternative way of rural development beyond marketization and capitalization.
Evoked by the research paradigm of Wright and Gibson-Graham, this article studies a case of rural hotel cooperative, aiming to find
a new perspective to analyze NRR which is different from either romanticizing or purely criticizing it. Two dilemmas of NRR are
identified. One is the dilemma of embedding social, cultural and ecological value into the economic process via “alternative
commoditization”, and the other is operating the commons via labor cooperation. These two dilemmas can be understood from the
perspective of social reproduction mechanisms. The first dilemma is due to the universal commaoditization of both production and
living necessities in rural community which increases people’s demand for cash. This contrasts with the social goals of the
alternative development. The second dilemma can be partly attributed to the institution of private land use rights and a lack of
standard to measure labor quantity and quality. Identification to structural obstacles for NRR is not to oppose relevant practices, but
to judge what obstacles could be or not be overcome based on close inspection and reflection of practice, and to provide more
reference for practitioners.

Key Words: New Rural Reconstruction; Alternative Development; Embeddedness; The Commons; Labor Cooperation
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