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“Left-behind Husband and Outgoing Wife”’: An Analysis of the Causes,
Types and Consequences of “Left-behind Husbands” in Rural Areas Based
on the Investigation in Fuce Village in the South of Shanxi Province

Liu Xiaofeng LiHong

Abstract: Since the beginning of the 21% century, the figure of “left behind husbands™ in rural areas has been absent for a long time
in academia. By conducting a case study of Fuce Village in the south of Shanxi Province, this article presents the types of “left
behind husbands” and their family conditions, and reveals the generation mechanism and transformation of the social structure
behind this phenomenon. The study indicates that the issue of whether Chinese rural couples go out or stay behind depends on the
comparative advantage of gender division of labor in household livelihood and family development model during the process of
rural marketization. The main feature of the rural “left behind husbands” families is that the husband manages domestic matters
while the wife works outside. The family development mode is built based on the interaction among three dimensions of
“market-family-individual”. Therefore the group credit of “left behind husbands™ can be divided into three types, namely, an urban
market squeeze type, a hometown livelihood absorption type and a family development cycle type. However, behind this
superiority mask, the “left-behind husbands” receive comfort, and meanwhile are fettered by the homeland feelings, children’s
education and elderly care pension, while the long-term separation of the couple is more likely to result into marriage breakdown
and the imbalance of parent-child relationship. With the development of China’s tertiary industry, there will be a subculture of rural
“left-behind husbands” families. The academic review of the current rural left-behind phenomena in China needs to return to the
overall perspective of the “family” as a whole in order to find the micro basis of China’s social vitality.

Key Words: “Left-behind Husband; Left-behind Population; Gender Division of Labor; “Lefi-behind Husband and Outgoing

Wife”’; Family Development
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