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Two Dimensions of Rural Collective Property Rights Reform and Its
Adaptation Strategy

Ma Chichun Ma Hua

Abstract: This article analyzes the construction and reform of China’s rural collective property rights from two dimensions, namely,
the protection and enhancement of farmers’ interests. The study finds a political logic in the construction of China’s rural collective
property rights, which is to protect farmers’ interests, and a market logic in the reform of China’s rural collective property rights,
which is to enhance farmers’ interests. The protection of farmers’ interests depends on effective property rights arrangements, and
the enhancement of farmers’ interests depends on the promotion of the market. But a combination of property factors and market
factors cannot completely help avoid the potential risks in the process of rural development. The study holds that the
market-oriented strategy of rural development, which is characterized by finiteness, temporality and adjustment, plays a role in
stabilizing rural property rights arrangements, as well as in protecting and enhancing farmers’ interests. Finally, the study proposes
that questions such as how to avoid irrational behaviors of small farmers and market involution deserve further discussion.

Key Words: Collective Property Rights Reform; Dual Dimension; Political Logic; Market Logic; Adjustment Strategy
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