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The Logic of Village Party Secretaries’ Loudspeaker Warning During the
Epidemic: A Study from the Perspective of Sociology of Law

Cui Wei

Abstract: Epidemic prevention in rural areas under the leadership of village party secretaries is the “last mile” to implement
national epidemic prevention arrangements. At this particular stage, rural epidemic prevention has become the touchstone of
effectiveness of rural governance and villagers’ autonomous ability. In this process, village party secretaries’ loudspeaker warning
has played an important role. In the epidemic, it reflects the power operation in rural China. The subject, device, manner, together
with the effects of loudspeaker warning, make village party secretaries’ loudspeaker warmning logically self-consistent. Specifically,
their political identity and social identity make village party secretaries the eligible agents of loudspeaker waming, which has
become a powerful tool for rural epidemic prevention. The various pressures from the dual structure of villagers, New Year’s visits,
self-rescue situation and accountability reviews contribute to this “hardcore” manner. The informal system in rural China ensures
the effectiveness of village party secretaries’ loudspeaker warning towards villagers. The further improvement of the rural
governance system in China should be based on the affirmation of the function and value of the rural grassroots social governance
system, on rational understanding and absorption of the rural public order, on providing necessary legal authority to rural
self-government organizations led by village party secretaries, and on fulfilling village party secretaries’ pivotal role to facilitate a
good integration of rural autonomy and the rule of law in rural areas.

Key Words: Epidemic; Village Party Secretary; Rural Governance; Rural Public Order; Rule of Law in Rural China
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